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Democracy, Liberty, and Equality
 Many United States citizens pride themselves on living in a country that is considered to be the greatest democracy in the world. While many political leaders in the state intend to make the country seem as democratic as possible, critics say the level of democracy in America is diminishing. The focus of this paper is to outline the different ways for which democracy can be understood and still incorporate the values of liberty and equality. It will also provide a commentary on why the United State cannot be viewed as a democracy.
Different Ways that Democracy can be understood
	According to Hacker and Pierson (2017), democracy can be understood using the participatory model which incorporates the extensive contribution of constituents within the operations and direction of political activities. When making extensive contributions, the citizens are allowed to give input when decisions are being made and have access to opportunities. Also, democracy can be understood using pluralism. Pluralism is a political philosophy whereby there is the acknowledgment and the affirmation that there exists diversity within a civic body. Hence, pluralism allows the peaceful coexistence of different interests and opinions thus providing moderation if discrete values exist. 
 Comprehension of democracy can also be done using functional apathy. Functional apathy is an idea which states that when things are going on well within political circles, there is no need for citizens to be involved in active politics. Therefore, since everything is going on well, it becomes irrational for an individual to spend an unreasonable amount of time or energy through his or her involvement in politics. Lastly, democracy can be understood using the view that an individual is entitled to have protection over his or her rights and properties. Therefore, in such as society, rights and freedoms are considered, and an individual is free to exercise his or her rights as well as own property (Hacker and Pierson, 2017). 
How the Different Models of Democracy Incorporate the Values of Liberty and Equality 
Typically, each of the four models of democracy incorporates values of equality and liberty. For instance, the value of liberty includes the protective model where citizens are provided with rights and freedoms as well as property rights. Likewise, the value of liberty incorporates the participatory model where citizens are allowed to make meaningful choices and exercise self-determination independently.
	Similarly, the value of equality incorporates the participatory and pluralist models in the context of social equity. Here, citizens are provided with access to equal opportunities, such as access to education and affirmative action. Also, the equality is attained in economic circles through the power and opportunity to make decisions. Lastly, in the legal context, all the models of democracy are incorporated. For instance, no individual might be given differential status before the law, legal discrimination may not occur under any circumstance, and all standards of the law apply regardless of a person’s status in society. 
 How each Model might or might not characterize our Current Political System
	The United States does not conform to the four models of democracy discussed above. One of the reason is that in the United States, the principle of the majority does not apply yet it is a vital component of democracy. An example of a case where the principle of majority may not apply is the presidential election, where the candidate who has the most votes may lose. An example is the 2016 presidential election where Donald Trump won the presidency after garnering more Electoral College votes than Hillary Clinton. Hillary Clinton lost despite winning the popular vote by over three million votes. 
 The second reason as to why America is not a democracy is that money mainly influences the election of representatives into powerful positions. One of the principles of democracy is that elections of representatives must be fair. However, with the current laws that permit corporates and lobby groups to use an unlimited amount of money in the campaign in favor of a candidate makes it unfair for the candidate with no support from lobby groups or corporates and does not have sufficient personal finances in the campaigns stands. In such as case, democratic voting is not guided by who has the best ideals of a leader but that of who has enough money. In essence, the post an elected representative is sold to who has the most amount of money to use in his or her campaigns. An example can be manifested in the way 13000 lobbyists spent $5.3 billion to influence elections in the Congress. 
Conclusion
	Democracy can be understood from a multifaceted approach. These approaches include the participatory model, functionalist apathy, the protective model and the pluralist assumption. Naturally, all of these models employ the concepts of equality and liberty. Unfortunately, the political system in the United States does not incorporate these models of democracy. The assertion is guided by the fact that the principle of the majority does not apply to all democratic elections in the county such as that of the president and that elected representatives are elected based on financial resources. 
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